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Dear Friends,

I hope you are well and beginning to 
enjoy life again as we continue on this 
journey with COVID-19. The Society 
remains committed to providing critical 
assistance to Long Islanders in need. 
We are experiencing a dramatic 
increase in telephone calls and emails 
for assistance. While simultaneously 
losing all of the income generated by 
our thrift stores.  I could not be prouder 
of our Vincentians, supporters and staff 
for their part in helping our neighbors.

This newsletter is a snapshot of what 
has been happening with the Society 
during the last few months. Working 

on it allowed us to reflect on how important our mission is and how blessed 
we are to be able to help our neighbors especially now, as more people 
than ever are finding themselves struggling financially and emotionally. 
Our neighbors reaching out for assistance represent all socio-economic 
demographics. 

I hope this newsletter will provide a glimpse into the important work of 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. If you are so moved to help us with a 
financial gift, there is a donation envelope enclosed.  To those that have 
previously supported our COVID-19 works of charity, thank you.

My prayer for all of us, is that we emerge from these tumultuous times, 
physically, mentally and spiritually stronger, and as a community better 
united.

If there is someone you know that would be interested in the mission of 
the Society, please pass along this newsletter or let us know and we will be 
happy to send them a copy.

Yours in the Spirit of St. Vincent de Paul, 

Thomas J. Abbate

CEO & Executive Director 
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LIFE LESSONS IN A TIME OF ADVERSITYLIFE LESSONS IN A TIME OF ADVERSITY

Good for the Soul: A Refection from Monsignor Gerard Ringenback, Spiritual Advisor to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Long 
Island.
Father Jerry’s weekly Spiritual reflections have been a source of comfort and inspiration to our Vincentians throughout this 
difficult time. We thought you might welcome this one.
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Life Lessons in a Time of Adversity
The often-quoted phrase, “We take a lot for granted,” comes to mind as we slowly begin to open our churches 
for worship and join our fellow parishioners in prayer.  Only a few weeks ago that was not possible.  We were left 
with virtual Masses at best or perhaps we entered church by ourselves for private prayer and looked cautiously 
at anyone else who might be there.  Now we process together and receive Holy Communion, a precious gift that 
we so appreciate.  We are in the physical presence of parishioners and priests whom we are glad to see even at a 
distance (6 feet please).  There is now scheduled confession and the opportunity to partake of other liturgies such 
as weddings or funerals.  These are important steps on what appears to be a long path toward normal church life.  
And, as I mentioned last week, there are still many unknowns associated with this pandemic.

While we realize how much we take for granted, there are also many lessons that we can learn as days turn into 
weeks and weeks turn into months.  Some time ago a columnist, Yvonne Abraham, writing for the Boston Globe 
newspaper, reflected on life lessons that all of us might learn during this unique moment in our lives. It was not 
taken from a faith perspective, but there is much food for thought.  She was asking her readers to consider what 
the world would be like if the things that are now most important to us during this pandemic remained so. She 
listed many things from all aspects of life. Here are a few:

We cannot go back in time and create a world free of a deadly virus.  But we can learn what this world might look 
like in the days to come and help to create it. Jesus commissioned us to build His kingdom on earth, a kingdom 
of peace and justice, a kingdom of truth and love. He has given us a vision even beyond those ideals written by a 
secular author. This moment of adversity in our history can be a great teacher, if we are willing to learn. 

Fr. Jerry Ringenback 
Diocesan Spiritual 

•	 We would do a lot of things differently 
•	 We would pay teachers as much as big financiers 
•	 We would have more respect and money for low-wage workers 
•	 We would leave bigger tips 
•	 We would make sure that everyone had access to the health care they need 
•	 We would cook more at home and throw less of it away 
•	 We would spend less money on things that serve no purpose but to impress 
•	 We would own fewer shoes 
•	 We would spend more time with family and friends 
•	 We would spend less time with our faces in our phones and more hours facing each other 
•	 We would care less about sports and more about conversation 
•	 We would love our neighbors – even the ones who are a pain 
•	 We would set aside ideology and recognize the ways government can and must keep us safe and whole 
•	 We would elect leaders not for the best of times but for the worst 
•	 We would go on fewer cruises 
•	 We would slow the heck down 
•	 We would be more grateful for what we have and more outraged at what others do not



RAISING FUNDS & AWARENESSRAISING FUNDS & AWARENESS

SPEAKING WITH DONORSSPEAKING WITH DONORS

Year in and year out, the Society has been blessed with donors that 
believe in the mission.  From Corporations and Foundations to individual 
donors and sponsors of our Golf Outing and Friends of the Poor 5K, they 
fuel our motto “We Help People”!

Over the last few months, as the calls for help increased, they have not 
let us or our neighbors in need down.  The Vincentian Way recently spoke 
to two of our very committed supporters, Board member, Bill Jennings 
and Golf Committee Chairman, Marc Hiatrides, about their relationship 
with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Long Island and the implications 
of COVID-19. 

Vincentian Way:  How did you first become familiar with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?

Bill Jennings:  I was introduced by several individuals already deeply committed to the Society, two of my wife’s cousins were 
Vincentians. My wife and I would donate to the society from time to time.  About 2 years ago one of the cousins, Al Messina 
and another friend of mine, Joe McCarthy suggested me for the Board.  The more involved I got, the more impressed I was 
with everything the Society does.

Marc Hiatrides:  A friend, Mickey DeMarco an avid supporter and advocate for the Society, invited me to serve on the Golf 
Committee several years ago.  I have a lot of respect for Mickey’s opinion, but there’s nothing like being involved first hand. The 
more I learned, the more committed to the organization I became.

Vincentian Way:  Why does the Society matter to you and what would you tell others about it?

Bill Jennings:  What the Society does is real.  The motto is simple, to the point but powerful: “We Help People”.  It’s ordinary 
people, volunteers, helping people.  There is more poverty than you might realize on Long Island.  The Society is a great 
organization with 1,400 volunteers ready and willing to help.  They need the financial resources to do so.  We need people with 
those resources to step up and do their part.

Marc Hiatrides:  It’s the one to one connection, the real-life impact of helping people in need right here in our local communities 
I tell people, there is no other organization quite like the Society.  They help anyone regardless of religion, race, ethnic 
background.  It’s a very personal approach, there is so much care and genuine love for the people they are helping. 

Vincentian Way:  The last few months have been very tumultuous; can you share one of your biggest concerns?

Bill Jennings:  After the primary concern for those becoming ill and dying, it’s the long-term financial implications.  A complete 
sense of uncertainty for the future is a frightening thing.

Marc Hiatrides:  The withdrawal we are seeing caused by sheltering in place.  People keeping to themselves for so long and 
the long-term implications.

Vincentian Way:  What is something positive you hope will come from what we are going through?

Bill Jennings:  I hope people will stop being so focused on what’s in it for them and be a good neighbor. 

Marc Hiatrides:  I’ve seen neighbors getting to know each other a little better and taking care of each other.  I hope we will see 
that last.

Bill Jennings 
Board Member

Marc Hiatrides 
Golf Committee Chairmnan



Because the COVID-19 pandemic has brought many elements of modern society to a screeching halt, it has 
catapulted the issue of poverty on Long Island to the forefront of many peoples’ minds.  In fact, a New York State 
Department of Labor bi-county report shows that Long Island is on track to lose 28 percent of its jobs by the 
end of 2020 because of the coronavirus and the subsequent economic shutdown.  The resulting unemployment, 
compounded with COVID-related medical expenses, has been catastrophic for our local communities.

In the words of St. Vincent de Paul himself, “Love is inventive, even to infinity.”  In that spirit, our Vincentian 
volunteers have been extremely creative in their approach to helping our neighbors in need.  They have worked 
to safeguard themselves while also bringing financial, material, and perhaps most importantly, emotional and 
spiritual comfort to those who need it.

Our Vincentians have increased their distribution of supermarket gift cards for purchases of diapers and toiletries, 
delivered food directly from the Outreach, and have even advised neighbors on working with their landlords 
through rental arrears.  Their message is clear: we are doing everything in our power to give those in need a 
sense of security during these unprecedented times.

Home Visit
As social distancing protocols went into effect, our Vincentians found their traditional approach to assistance 
directly at odds with these new safety measures.  “Not being able to conduct traditional home visits was a little 
like going to mass online and not being able to receive communion,” says Norma Sanchez, Conference President 
at Our Holy Redeemer-Freeport.  “The home visit is foundational to being a Vincentian.”  Nonetheless, the need 
in her community began to grow exponentially, particularly within the Hispanic community.  Many in the Hispanic 
communities were employed in the hardest-hit industries, restaurants, hotels, healthcare, social services and retail. 

Our Holy Redeemer Conference put their ingenuity to work, — transitioning the “home visit” into phone calls and 
emails with their neighbors in need. They also utilized video software like Zoom to conduct Conference meetings 
and determine the best ways to help those in poverty in their communities.
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VINCENTIANSVINCENTIANS

VINCENTIANS AT WORK: VINCENTIANS AT WORK: 
CARRYING ON THROUGH THE PANDEMIC CARRYING ON THROUGH THE PANDEMIC 

St. Martin of Tour Conference Resumes In-Person Meetings wih New Safety Measures



Food Pantries
Food insecurity has quickly become one of the most 
urgent needs our neighbors have experienced during 
the pandemic.  Because of this, our Vincentian got 
to work: securing our food pantries for contactless 
interactions. Mary Immaculate Conference (Bellport) 
used their resourcefulness to create a “drive-thru 
food pantry”. We asked our neighbors to remain in 
their cars while they placed the bags in the trunks and 
provided gift cards to help with some of the items, 
they did not have available.  Given the fact that some 
pantries were not open, the Vincentians in Bellport 
agreed that individuals and families outside of the 
parish boundaries could access the pantry during 
these unusual times.  They even recruited the help of 
Stony Brook University students, who delivered food 
bags to individuals who were homebound.  Overall, 
the transition was a smooth one where Vincentians 
were safe and neighbors were still well-nourished

Twinning
For other Conferences, who have been fortunate to not experience the effects of COVID-19 as strongly as others, 
the pandemic has been an opportunity to extend their assistance beyond their parish boundaries.  Frank Gunther, 
Conference President at Our Lady of Victory—Floral Park, had noticed an increase in demand for the food pantry 
at their parish, but did not experience a growing number of rental, mortgage, and utility requests.

Our Lady of Victory Conference was ultimately able to take advantage of the “Twinning” program, which allows 
Conferences in communities with less need to partake in resource sharing with Conferences in communities with 
greater need. Frank recalls the immense gratitude he felt as part of this program, and the Conference plans to 
continue twinning as long as they have the resources to do so.

Stores
Our Garden City Park and Huntington thrift stores are far more than just consignment shops; they are instrumental 
to our mission, working hand-in-hand with our Vincentians to provide furniture, clothing and other household 
items to people in need at no cost.

While the pandemic temporarily forced the closure of our both thrift stores, as well as the suspension of furniture 
pickups and deliveries, we were delighted to be included as part of Phase II of the “New York Forward” plan and 
resumed thrift store operations on June 11th.

Our bin operations remain closed at this time. We look forward to reopening our bins when it is physically safe 
to do so.

Mary Immaculate (Bellport) Drive-Thru Food Pantry.

VINCENTIANSVINCENTIANS



DISMAS HOUSE ALUMNIDISMAS HOUSE ALUMNI

COPING WITH THE CRISISCOPING WITH THE CRISIS

Steve
Like many across Long Island, Steve’s experience with the 
COVID-19 crisis has been deeply personal.  Celebrating five 
years of sobriety, Steve depends heavily on the support of 
his local Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) chapter to stay on this 
path, and worried about the future of these meetings as the 
world entered quarantine in mid-March. Compounded by 
three COVID-related deaths in his family and the recent loss 
of his mother, Steve admits that this time of crisis has been 
a particular challenge to his sobriety and caused him to 
grapple with the feelings of resentment and desire for 
retaliation he often felt in prison.  Fortunately, Steve was 
able to resume his AA meetings over video-conferencing 
software, which he admits lacks the warmth of the in-person 
meetings, but continues to help keep his life on track. 

A lifelong carpenter, Steve remains grateful that he has 
not lost a day of work to the crisis. He maintains a close 
relationship with the staff at Dismas House, donating  
clothing to residents and sharing his progress as he continues 
to adjust to society.  Even when Steve isn’t physically visiting 
Dismas House, his presence can still be felt in the backyard 
deck he helped complete when he was a resident: a 
permanent legacy of gratitude for his time in the program. 

Ray
Ray recalls that the first few weeks of the COVID-19 crisis 
were something he’ll truly never forget.  As a Dismas House 
resident in the spring of 2018, he took a job at an accounting 
agency in Manhattan, where he still works to this day. 
As many of his fellow Long Island Railroad commuters 
shifted to a work-from-home model, he recalls watching 
the trains became a ghost town, and Penn Station, a beacon 
for the homeless.  Ray was disheartened witnessing such 
high volumes of poverty and illness, and took the time to 
reflect on how his time in the program prevented him from 
potentially meeting a similar fate. 

Ray’s experiences have also renewed a longtime career 
aspiration; a recovering addict himself, Ray plans to begin 
taking classes to become a recovery coach in the coming 
months. He frequently reminds himself of two important 
lessons he learned at Dismas House: to humble himself 
and be grateful for everything he has, and to pay it forward 
whenever he can. 

For the formerly incarcerated, the process of returning to society is inherently challenging; for those returning to society in the 
midst of a global pandemic, those challenges can seem downright unsurmountable.

For more than thirty years, Dismas House has served as SVDPLI’s transitional home for men who are reentering society from 
prison and would otherwise be homeless.  Through a compilation of on-site and outsourced rehabilitation and techniques, 
including addiction/alcoholism recovery, sobriety maintenance and spiritual guidance, as well as budgeting, time management 
and conflict resolution, our residents are provided with the tools they need to reacclimate to everyday life.

We checked in with two Dismas House alumni to see how they’ve navigated the hardships of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
how their experiences in the program have helped prepare them for these unexpected challenges:
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The generosity of private and public funders is essential to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul as it fulfills its 
commitment as an international organization of the Catholic laymen and women who seek in a spirit of justice 
and charity to help the poor, the needy and the disadvantaged through practical works of charity. 
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We express our deepest sympathies to the family and friends of the following people in whose memory the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul received contributions. 
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Christy Addamo 
Augusta Agostino 
James Altonji 
Thomas Aluck 
Richard Anderson 
Catherine & Charles Anzalone 
Richard Aron 
Norma Ayers 
Grace Balestrero 
Shirley Barber Mapstone 
Robert Barklage 
Josh Baron 
Elsie Barone 
Barbara Batkiewicz 
Eleanor Baum 
Florence Bell 
Judi Blake 
John Borsare 
Michael Botta 
Mary Brown 
Vincent Buauicettio 
Evelyn Bulcroft 
Mary & James Butler 
Frank Byrne 
Lucille M. Byrne 
Josephine Cabo 
Jack & Pat Callaghan 
Helen Callahan 
Joseph Camillery 
Joseph Campagna 
Anna Caponiti 
Jean Carge 
Betty Carlino 
Kathy Carroll 
Thomas J. Carroll 
Deacon James Carroll 
Yolanda & Frank Caruso 
Anthony Caruso 
Matteo Casamassina 
Richard Catalano 
Margaret Cerro 
Anne Chimenti 
Maria Clavijo 

George Coady 
Angelo Cogliano 
Michael Colangelo 
Joseph E. Collins 
Joan C. Conway 
Lydia Cordier 
Jane Corrigan 
Jerry Corrigan 
Pedro Cortes 
John Courtien 
Lois Craig 
Michael Croan 
Patricia E. Cryan 
Michael Curley 
Bernadette Curley 
Barbara Curran 
Dano Family Members 
Lou D’Arienzo 
Carmela & Frank DeBlasio 
Donald DeFino 
Bob Degnan 
Mary Alice Delaney 
Joseph F. DeMartino 
William Dennehy 
Dennis Derb 
Eileen Devlin 
Michael F. Devlin 
Roy DeVries 
John J. DiBlasi 
Daniello DiCocco 
Frederick Dietrich 
James T. Dilts 
Pat DiScala 
Robert Duffy 
Joseph Duggan 
Michael J. Dunne 
Tom Ellsworthy 
Adele Esposito 
James H. Evans, Jr. 
Eugene Farina 
Mark Farina 
Joan Ann Farrell 
James F. Finn 

John Fitzgerald 
Anna Ford 
Ida Francavilla 
Ambrose Fusillo 
Kathy Garcia 
Deacon Ken Geogan 
Michael Giangrande 
Concetta Giannattasio 
Louise Gibson 
Frank Giobardo 
Roberto Giusti 
Genevieve Gladd 
John Goeller 
John Gredys 
Helen Gredys 
Gredys Family Members 
John Greenfield 
Eugene Griffin 
Marianne Grossi 
Joseph Hatzelman 
Joe Hedgecock 
Kenny Hengen 
Mildred Hoff 
James Hollywood 
Robert Hummel 
William Hussey 
Mildred Huza 
Gregory Ignall 
George Jelinek 
Dorothy Jendrzejewski 
Catherine Jockers 
Dennis Jones 
George Kane 
Ann Kaszynski 
John E. Kelly, MD 
Austin Kilbourn 
Michael Kissane 
Joe Koller 
Nancy Krauter 
Caroline Krummel 
Solange LaBelle 
Marge Lagone 
Marin Lamia 

TRIBUTE GIFTSTRIBUTE GIFTS

Insp i red  to  know mo re,  vo l un tee r,  donate? WWW.SVDPL I .ORG   	 PAGE 9PAGE 9V i s i t  u s  a t :



Elizabeth & Charles Lang 
Joann Lang 
Richard Lang, Sr. 
Mary Lathuras 
August Lebkuecker 
Peter M. Lioio 
Rose Loades 
Ruth Loeber 
Loesch Family Members 
James Lofland 
Deacon Patrick Logsdon 
John Logue 
Pauline Lomot 
Patrick & Nora Lonergan 
Midge Loughlin 
Michael Lynch 
Dorothy & Stephen Maciejewski 
Grainne Duignan MacNamara 
Marie Marano 
Anthony Marino 
Rita Marino 
Joseph T. Martino 
Ned Marziliano 
Joseph Matthews 
Mary Margaret May 
Shawn McAuliffe 
John T. McCann, Jr. 
Jessica McCarthy 
Kathleen McCarthy 
Herb McCord 
Michael James McDermott
Ralph McElheny 
Ethel E. McGowan 
Joseph McKeon 
Richie McKinney 
Margaret McTernan 
Dolores Meadows 
Margaret Meenan 
Meloni Family Members 
Barbara W. Melore 
Elaine Messina 
Philip Messina 
Joan Metzger 
Emily Mickel 
Richard Miltenberg 
Camille Miritello 

Anthony Mirro 
Frank Modica 
Lee Molina 
John Moloughney 
Johanna Monaco 
Bill Monahan 
Richard D. Moran 
Mr. & Mrs. Mullaney 
Agnes Muller 
Harriet Mundy 
Rev. Kenneth G. Murphy 
James Murphy 
Bernard Nasser 
Dominic M. Natoli 
Sharon Neppi 
Warren R. Newman 
George Nielsen 
Daniel O’Connor 
Tom O’Donnell 
William O’Leary 
Joseph Orinler 
Sheila O’Shea 
William Oster 
Joan Pagano 
Bill Pearse 
William Peterson 
Damien Pickel 
Stacie Pinney 
Trudy Platz 
Michael Polucci 
Pauline Prostowich 
Joseph Pugni 
Agnes Quinn 
Lynn Quinn 
James & Kathleen Quinn 
Jack Raber 
Thomas Reid 
Frank Reidlinger 
Michael Reidlinger 
Francis Reidlinger 
Kathleen Reiter 
Carmela & Joseph Rienti 
Mr. & Mrs. Riordan 
Emelina Rivera 
Grace Rochford 
Dominick & Isabelle Romano 

Anthony John Romano 
Deacon Alejandro Rosado, Jr. 
Regina Russell 
William Sandholm 
Frank Sandie 
Eric Sandve 
Joseph Santoriello 
Dr. Joseph Scard 
Ann Scholem 
Sforza Family Members 
Robert Sheehan 
Clebert Simmon 
Clement R. Solieri, Jr. 
Mary Sondergaard 
Brian Sotire 
Mr. & Mrs. George Spahn 
Mary Spiess 
Phil Stanziola 
Arlene Stapleton 
Ann Ruth Starin 
Elizabeth Stegun 
Eleanor Sutch 
Maria Toulas 
Karen Tumulty 
John D. Vargas 
Marie Veling 
Vincent Verga 
George Vignola 
Allen Vigotty 
Mary Von Stein 
George Walters 
Annette & Harry Weintraub 
Donald Williams 
Paul A. Woflteich 
Mr. & Mrs. Wolf 
Margaret Woogan 
Matthew Wzorek 
Michael Zenobio 
Anne Zimmer 
Zwolinski Family Members 
Rev. Msgr. Peter W. Zendzian 
Baby Vincent Paul
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This year our 5K is going virtual, 
THE NEED OF OUR NEIGHBORS IS VERY REAL!

 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul invites you to join us to walk,  

run or ride 3.1 miles or make a donation to help.
WHEN:    September 26th – October 3rd

WHERE:  Anywhere
HOW:      Walk, Run, Ride, Hike, Paddle, Swim

 
To register or donate: 
runsignup.com

search SVDPLI
 

For more information: info@svdpli.org
 svdpli.org
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul
249 Broadway
Bethpage, New York 11714
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Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

ACT Monthly Donors
Affecting Change Together.

The following donors have made a commitment to give 
a scheduled amount to the Society on a monthly basis.

Joseph S. Berg
Anthony Tabone
Martin G. Tall 
John Kevin  Mulvey
Kevin J. Kenny
Robert Meekins
Daniel Jansen
Sue Koehler 
William “Billy” Fowler 
Thomas McCoy

Peter Sehen
Daniel Finch
Dianne Jackman
Christopher Donnellan
Glenn Tyranski
Paul McSloy 
Brenda Mohlin 
Carole Stuchbury 
Anne Korchak
Anthony Gervasi

IN MEMORY OFIN MEMORY OF
DECEASED VINCENTIANSDECEASED VINCENTIANS

Thomas Krant 
St. Anthony - Oceanside

Louis Craco 
St. Mary - Manhasset

Rosemary Mensching 
St. Christopher - Baldwin

Bob Duffy 
St. Raymond - East Rockaway

Thomas Reid 
St. Bernard - Levittown

Tommy Waters 
St. Barnabas - Bellmore

Tom Cook 
St. Frances de Chantal - 

Wantagh

Minna Garone 
St. Joseph - Kings Park 

Eileen Devlin 
St. Barnabas - Bellmore

Maria Clavijo  
St. Martha - Uniondale

Tom Murphy  
Our Lady Queen 

of Martyrs - Centerport

Anthony Mirro  
St. Bernard - Levittown


